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Sexuality Teaching Document
What should the Church of England teaching document on
sexuality encompass?
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The Archbishops of Canterbury and

York announced in February that the Church of
England needed a teaching document about sexuality to lead the church towards a radical new inclusion of
LGBTI+ people in the church. This will replace Issues in Human Sexuality and associated documents which
are a generation old. The archbishops wrote:
To deal with that disagreement and to find ways forward, we need a radical new Christian inclusion in the
Church. This must be founded in scripture, in reason, in tradition, in theology and the Christian faith as the
Church of England has received it; it must be based on good, healthy, flourishing relationships, and in a
proper 21st century understanding of being human and of being sexual.
We need to work together - not just the bishops but the whole Church, not excluding anyone - to move
forward with confidence.
The way forward needs to be about love, joy and celebration of our common humanity; of our creation in the
image of God, of our belonging to Christ - all of us, without exception, without exclusion.
Leading academic theologians, scientists and other experts have written a paper identifying questions and
themes which they believe the Church of England group that will write that new teaching document will
need to address. Their work has been co-ordinated by Dr Andrew Davison, Starbridge Lecturer in Theology
and Natural Sciences at the University of Cambridge, sponsored by the LGBTI Mission and supported by
the Human Sexuality Group of General Synod, OneBodyOneFaith and Inclusive Church.
The paper which is titled A Teaching Document on Sexuality and Marriage from the Bishops of the Church
of England: Some Initial Suggestions as to Questions and Themes is available here. [1]
The website of the LGBTI Mission is here: https://lgbtimission.org.uk/ [2]
LGBTI Mission Chair, Simon Sarmiento said, ?We are not telling the group what to write. But we are
saying that if the Teaching Document is to serve the Archbishops? purpose and have credibility in the
Church of England and beyond, then it must address the questions and themes these scholars have
identified?.

The Chair of the Human Sexuality Group of General Synod, Canon Giles Goddard, added, ?The Teaching
Document is a significant part of the Archbishops? plan for the way forward for our church. It is vital that
the Document covers the breadth and depth of the questions raised in this preparatory paper if it is to
command the support of General Synod?.
Tracey Byrne, the CEO of OneBodyOneFaith, commented, ?People in the Church of England, both
LGBTI+ people and their friends, families and allies, are looking to our bishops and General Synod for a
better way forward than the paper rejected by General Synod in February. We know this Teaching
Document is coming, and we are grateful to the academics who have done this work on identifying the
important and pressing matters that must be considered by those writing it.?
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